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Loglikelihood = -557.3
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Prob > chi2 = 0.000 Prob > chi2 = 0.002

Pseudo R? =0.086 Pseudo R? = —0.030

Prob > chi2 = 0. 000

Pseudo R? =0.086

Loglikelihood =509.96  Loglikelihood = —-554.99 Loglikelihood = —546.85 Loglikelihood = —545.23

Prob > chi2 = 0.000 Prob > chi2 = 0.000

PseudoR? = 0.099 PseudoR? = 0.102
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X 0. 657 -0.008 0. 852 0. 750 ** 0. 748 **
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A study on the relationship between social capital, cultivated land value cognition
and farmers’ willingness to pay for cultivated land protection: an empirical

analysis based on a moderated mediator model

ZHU Qing—ing' CHEN Yin-rong' HU Weian' MEI Yun' YUAN Kai-hua®
(1. College of Public Administration, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan Hubei 430070, China;
2. College of Public & Law and Public Administration, Wuhan Hubei 430062, China)

Abstract China is still in economic transition period, and its market economy is imperfect, especially in rural areas. The construction
of the formal system and development is relatively backward and the role of social capital in rural socioeconomic activities becomes
prominent. Therefore, this paper is to explore the interaction among social capital, cultivated land value cognition and farmer’ s
willingness to pay for cultivated land protection, then to provide a reference to perfecting the mechanism of cultivated land protection
and to provide evidence for maintaining national food security and social stability. Based on carrying out literature review and research
hypothesis about the relationship between social capital, cultivated land value cognition and farmers’ willingness to pay for cultivated
land protection, this paper used the survey data of 483 households from Wuhan ‘1 +8’ Metropolitan Area, firstly, measured the social
capital and the cognition of cultivated land value of farmers, and then adopted the moderated mediator model to empirically test the
influence mechanism among the three. The research results showed that: (DAs an intrinsic incentive mechanism, social capital pays a
significant role in promoting farmers’ willingness to pay for cultivated land protection, with social capital increased by 1 unit and the
willingness to pay for the protection of cultivated land increased by 3. 695 units. (2)Social capital will affect farmers’ cultivated land
value cognition positively, and then farmers’ cultivated land value cognition as a mediator variable will have a positive effect on
farmers’ willingness to pay for cultivated land protection; it shows that the influence of social capital on the willingness to pay for
cultivated land protection can be transmitted through the path of affecting the cultivated land value cognition, and the cultivated land
value cognition plays a role as a mediator. (3)The farmers’ income level has a significant positive regulation effect on the influence
between farmers’ cultivated land value cognition with the willingness to pay of cultivated land protection. The influence coefficient is
0.266, which has the effect of ‘accomplish a great task with little effort by clever maneuvers’. The study recommended to take
following measures to increase the accumulation of social capital endowment: strengthening the social trust, social network and social
participation of farmers; strengthening publicity and education to increase farmers’ cultivated land value cognition; guiding rural
surplus labor to transfer to secondary and tertiary industries, and increasing relevant agriculture subsidies and reducing non-mandatory
expenditures to increase the farmers’ income level; strengthening basic education in rural areas especially vocational education and
continuing education, emphasizing relevant agricultural skills training and policy guidance and improving the quality of cultivated land
through engineering technology. These measures will promote farmers’ willingness to pay for cultivated land protection to enhance
together and then promote protection of cultivated land better.

Key words social capital; cultivated land value cognition; farmer’ s willingness to pay for cultivated land protection; mediating effect

model; Wuhan ‘1 +8° Metropolitan Area
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